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The untold story of Churchill's first international adventure, coming of age, and showing for the
first time his exceptional characteristics—told with the help of original research into Spanish and
Cuban archives and interviewsIn 1895, Churchill showed already what kind of man he was going
to be, as he went on his first international adventure, saw his 21st birthday, had his baptism of
fire, wrote his first military analysis, engaged in his first dicey diplomatic mission, conducted his
first intelligence work, found himself in his first major controversy with the press, and was a
journalist and indeed a war correspondent for the first time. He engaged in his first political
analysis, shamelessly used his connections, and did all of this in what was soon to be known as
the "Churchill style." While up to now attention has been put on his Indian frontier and Boer War
experience as the most formative moments in his youth, this book shows that his much earlier
Cuban trip was really the moment when he "came of age" in almost every sense.

About the AuthorDr Hal Klepak is Professor Emeritus of History and Strategy, Royal Military
College of Canada, Senior Research Associate, Institute for the Americas, University College
London and Special Adviser to Commander of the Canadian Army for Inter-American Affairs. He
spent eight years as a strategic analyst at the Canadian ministry of defense and NATO. He holds
a variety of military decorations and was an infantry officer for 16 years. He is the author of nine
books, including Cuba’s Military 1990-2005: Revolutionary Soldiers during Counter-
revolutionary Times. Glen Hartle is a photographer. He lives in Ottawa, Ontario. --This text refers
to the hardcover edition.

http://ebook-download.neutronbyte.com/pdf-file/Wa18oYTP/e/EJBo/OPMw/MMeRx/Churchill-Comes-of-Age-Cuba-1895-Hal-Klepak


To the Memory ofSir Winston Churchill, KG, OM, CH, TD, DL, FRS(1874–1965)Winner of the
Red Cross of Military Merit for his comportment in Cuba in 1895, long before the rest of these
honours but already emblematic of them allThe ‘Greatest Briton who ever lived’ and the greatest
inspiration to Britain and the Commonwealth theyhave ever had
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PREFACEIn the review of a recent book on Winston Churchill the New Statesman reviewer
advised readers, and doubtless any writers who proposed to work in the field of the study of this
great man, that ‘Of books about Winston Churchill there is no end … Newcomers to this field
need either to bring with them a reputation already made or else to happen upon a theme that
has so far escaped notice.’1 His conclusion about the book he was reviewing was that the author
had done both. In the case of the author of the book you have in your hands no such claim can
be made. Whatever reputation this author has is as a historian and political and military analyst
of Latin America and not as a student of Churchill. On the other hand, he certainly has a firm
belief that he has happened upon a theme that has so far escaped serious notice.A keen reader
of works on and of Churchill for many years, I had never ventured before into a field which had
for obvious reasons attracted the attention of some of the greatest historians of the age. Sir
Winston’s status as ‘The Greatest Briton of All Time’ according to a BBC poll at the beginning of
the new millennium, and as at least ‘Man of the Half Century’ if not ‘Man of the Century’
according to Time magazine, was such that his story was the focus of the life’s work of several
eminent historians, not a few psychologists and many other aficionados of all ages and from all
climes. As a Latin Americanist, even one keen on Churchill, I could not see how I could do
anything that would add in an important way to what was known of him. After all, he had shown
little interest in my region and, great traveller though he was, had never spent any real time in the
area. While I, like many people who work on Cuba, had a vague recollection that he had done
something on the island during the wars for independence, I did not go into it any further than



that.My interest in the British connection with Cuba did exist, however, and I have studied for
many years the nineteenth century, a period when British influence on ex-Spanish colonies was
significant. Britain captured Havana and much of the western part of the island in the 1762
campaign of the Seven Years War as part of its exceptionally successful series of amphibious
operations during that conflict which gave it Quebec, Manila and Saint Lucia as well as Cuba’s
capital. And of course this war was not the first time the British had set their sights on this rich
prize.2 In addition, the use by moderate Cubans of the Canadian model of ‘Dominion status’ as
their goal short of full independence in the years before the 1895 war of independence ensured
my interest in at least that aspect of the British imperial connection with Cuba in the second half
of the nineteenth century.I could not help but come across occasional mentions of Churchill and
his time in Cuba but, other than knowing vaguely that he had come as a war correspondent and
stayed at the city’s famous Hotel Inglaterra, I did not know much more. And I certainly had no
idea of the exceptional moment, and formative experience in Churchill’s life it had been,
including the preparation for it and the sequel to it, as well as the visit itself.That interest,
however, did bring me to a conference in 2002 for the 240th anniversary of the capture of
Havana, the Cubans having a taste for commemorations that goes far further than the usual
northern idea of celebrating only half-centuries or centuries, and certainly nothing less than
quarter-centuries. There I listened to Celia Sandys, Churchill’s vivacious and engaging
granddaughter, speak at the Hotel Nacional on the subject of her relative’s visit and what little we
knew at that time of the subject.3 I was very interested in what she said but saw little connection
between what I heard and the work I was then doing on Cuba in its first independence war of
1868–78.A decade later, however, and after publishing my own first books on Cuban politics and
history, there was another conference on Britain and Cuba, again focussed on the 1762 fall of
the capital but dealing with many other elements of the bi-national story, and there Lourdes
Méndez Vargas, the unofficial but no-less-real historian of the village of Arroyo Blanco in central
Cuba, came to see me and told me about the work she was doing and on which she was
speaking that day. She was interested in the stay of the then 20-year-old Winston in her village in
the last couple of days of November 1895 and she was a source of considerable knowledge on
those days and on what local lore has done with the story in the 117 years or so since. She was
writing a book on the subject and was certain that, with full access to Cuban archives and a visit
to those in Spain, she could find out much more than had hitherto been known about his visit.I
suggested it might be possible to work together and, after her book on the local context, attempt
to do a second volume telling the full story of the visit, from the preparation to the sequel, and do
so by gaining access to British archival sources as well as working thoroughly through the
Spanish archives, military and diplomatic, in Madrid and Segovia. Ms Méndez does not have
English so I could do the British part of the effort, she could do most of the Cuban with my
helping out on the more strictly military issues, and we could both do the Spanish portion of the
work. Regrettably, it did not prove possible to find the financial resources to work together on the
larger book, which I had reluctantly to do by myself and which is the volume readers have before



them. Since at that time my pension from the Royal Military College of Canada was covering all
the costs of research, it was simply not feasible to cooperate and for me to pay for her trip to
Spain and associated costs in Cuba. Hence she continued with her work on the more local story
in Arroyo Blanco and I began to seriously deploy my efforts to the wider theme.4The excitement
I felt at delving into something which was clearly so new was palpable. I did the usual literature
search to discover that, as I had expected, there was virtually nothing known on the subject.
Biographer after biographer had run up against the same problems and short shrift was
inevitably given to the visit with only the occasional slight hint produced of its likely importance in
Churchill’s development. Most biographies included only a page or two on the adventure and
several not even that. The importance of Churchill’s visit to New York on his way to Cuba,
relatively easy to research and certainly of value to do, took the limelight away from the strictly
Cuban part of the trip. Churchill’s admittedly significant meeting with Bourke Cochran in New
York often took much more space than did the whole of the nearly three weeks on the Caribbean
island covering Winston’s first war. This induced me even more to engage in a serious treatment
of the subject especially as it became ever clearer the role the experience had in the forging of
the Churchill we were to know and for what it told us about who he was even at this very young
age. This was not just about eighteen days on a Caribbean island but rather at least five months
of Churchill’s life during which Cuba dominated his thinking, his work and his movements, from
late September/early October 1895, when the idea of the trip first struck him, until March 1896,
when his last major article on the war there was written. The list of ‘firsts’ in his life that the visit
represented was soon revealed to be a very long one, little known even among the most serious
of historians studying his life.But why was this the case? What had made research into this
subject so fraught with problems and meant that, even as late as 2012, this was still almost
totally virgin territory for any historian trying to tackle the subject? It might have been expected
that both British and Cuban historians would have had an avid interest in addressing the first
overseas adventure Churchill had ever had. And historians of other countries might also have
shown the same keen interest in this aspect of his life as they have in so many others.5 The
reasons are both complex and actually in the end rather easy to understand.In the first place, of
course, Churchill’s life covers such a wide canvas, is so varied and is so important to the history
of the twentieth century that there is an embarras de choix seemingly unending where subjects
of interest to historians and the public are concerned. His actions on the North-West Frontier of
India, in Egypt and the Sudan, in the Boer War, in politics before the First World War, in
government and in the field in that massive conflict, in political life between the wars, and as a
member of, and then leader of, the wartime coalition government of 1940–45, and hero of the
free world in the downfall of Hitler and Nazism, has given more than ample scope for the work of
many historians and writers over many years. This is attested to by new titles that continue to be
published on his life, even after the 50th anniversary of his death in January 2015. Cuba simply
did not seem like a major or perhaps even very interesting part of the wider story and this acted
to stymie what little interest there might have been.It is entirely clear too that without access to



Cuban and Spanish archives, there is very little to go on in order to understand the whole picture
of that adventure of late 1895. British archives and other sources in the United Kingdom help a
great deal as of course do his own ‘letters from the front’ (articles for the press), his letters to
friends and family at home, material from his regiment, private papers of those involved and the
like. But it is only through the archives and published literature of Cuba and Spain that one can
complete the picture.This means access of course but also knowledge of the languages in
question. English-speaking historians working on Churchill have rarely had Spanish and,
especially since the rupture of relations with the United States and the rise of Soviet influence in
Cuba after the victory of Fidel Castro’s Revolution in 1959, Cuban historians more and more
rarely had English.In addition, in Cuba, Churchill’s reputation for visceral anti-communism made
study of him if not taboo at least hardly easy or a priority. And, though many Cuban historians
would agree that he was the most famous visitor to Cuba of all time, they would have for many
years been less than sure that they wanted to give him much praise or even close study of his
time on the island. The Cuba of today has changed markedly, but for most of the period since
1959 academic freedom had been noticeable by its absence. Likewise candidates from abroad
coming to study Churchill in Cuba, if they came from an English-speaking country, were often
hamstrung, at least to some degree, by the poor relations existing between their countries and
the island. US authors in particular found study of the island a challenge since both US and
Cuban governments often seemed to do their best to make such efforts flounder. Often such
permission as was needed was not forthcoming from either Washington or Havana, or even
both. But even British academics do not find studying Cuba easy. Suspicions of London’s close
links with the United States have at many times coloured Cuban governmental views of British
academics to a considerable degree. Only the Canadians, with their relatively understanding
approach to the Revolution since the beginning, and their refusal to bow to US pressures to
break with Cuba or to join its embargo of the island, seemed to avoid most obstacles of a
political kind, especially after the friendship between Prime Minister Pierre Elliott Trudeau and
President Fidel Castro blossomed in the 1970s.6 However, Canada until recent years did not
have many historians working on Churchill at any stage of his life.There was also, of course, the
usual vital question of funding. There is essentially no money available for Cuban researchers to
spend long periods abroad. Especially since the beginning of what is called the ‘Special Period’
in the summer of 1990, that period after the collapse of the Soviet Union, COMECON and the
‘socialist division of labour’ from which it benefitted so much in trade, investment and even
defence terms, Cuba has been in the midst of a deep economic crisis and the most stringent
belt-tightening imaginable. It has been unthinkable to do research on anything not deemed
essential and Churchill’s visit to the island more than a century ago would not have qualified for
such an assessment of its centrality. Add to this that much of the research would have had to be
done in London, a city in which it is expensive to pass much time, the idea of such a research
project would have been a non-starter entirely for Cubans. And even for researchers from Britain
and other countries, the expenses of sustained periods in Cuba and Spain would have been



daunting.Most of all, however, I suspect, the reason why it was not done is that no one actually
thought of doing it. This was certainly the case for this author, whose gratitude to Ms Méndez is
all the greater as a result. And, even if others had considered doing the research, they would
have been dissuaded by the questions above and by the fact that seemingly what could be done
had been done. This was especially true after the publication of a book by Douglas Russell in
2005 with a chapter on Churchill’s visit to Cuba.7 But even his excellent work is based
essentially on the already known articles from Churchill in the press of the time, the letters he
wrote to family, and other material in the Churchill Archive at Cambridge.In my own case, I have
had several advantages others have not enjoyed and these alone have allowed me to engage in
this project. First, I was honoured to be made a Member of the Academy of History of Cuba, a
privilege few foreigners have enjoyed, on the basis of other works I have done on Cuban history
in the past. This credential opens many doors not easily passed through in facing and
overcoming Cuba’s formidable bureaucracy.

PREFACEIn the review of a recent book on Winston Churchill the New Statesman reviewer
advised readers, and doubtless any writers who proposed to work in the field of the study of this
great man, that ‘Of books about Winston Churchill there is no end … Newcomers to this field
need either to bring with them a reputation already made or else to happen upon a theme that
has so far escaped notice.’1 His conclusion about the book he was reviewing was that the author
had done both. In the case of the author of the book you have in your hands no such claim can
be made. Whatever reputation this author has is as a historian and political and military analyst
of Latin America and not as a student of Churchill. On the other hand, he certainly has a firm
belief that he has happened upon a theme that has so far escaped serious notice.A keen reader
of works on and of Churchill for many years, I had never ventured before into a field which had
for obvious reasons attracted the attention of some of the greatest historians of the age. Sir
Winston’s status as ‘The Greatest Briton of All Time’ according to a BBC poll at the beginning of
the new millennium, and as at least ‘Man of the Half Century’ if not ‘Man of the Century’
according to Time magazine, was such that his story was the focus of the life’s work of several
eminent historians, not a few psychologists and many other aficionados of all ages and from all
climes. As a Latin Americanist, even one keen on Churchill, I could not see how I could do
anything that would add in an important way to what was known of him. After all, he had shown
little interest in my region and, great traveller though he was, had never spent any real time in the
area. While I, like many people who work on Cuba, had a vague recollection that he had done
something on the island during the wars for independence, I did not go into it any further than
that.My interest in the British connection with Cuba did exist, however, and I have studied for
many years the nineteenth century, a period when British influence on ex-Spanish colonies was
significant. Britain captured Havana and much of the western part of the island in the 1762
campaign of the Seven Years War as part of its exceptionally successful series of amphibious
operations during that conflict which gave it Quebec, Manila and Saint Lucia as well as Cuba’s



capital. And of course this war was not the first time the British had set their sights on this rich
prize.2 In addition, the use by moderate Cubans of the Canadian model of ‘Dominion status’ as
their goal short of full independence in the years before the 1895 war of independence ensured
my interest in at least that aspect of the British imperial connection with Cuba in the second half
of the nineteenth century.I could not help but come across occasional mentions of Churchill and
his time in Cuba but, other than knowing vaguely that he had come as a war correspondent and
stayed at the city’s famous Hotel Inglaterra, I did not know much more. And I certainly had no
idea of the exceptional moment, and formative experience in Churchill’s life it had been,
including the preparation for it and the sequel to it, as well as the visit itself.That interest,
however, did bring me to a conference in 2002 for the 240th anniversary of the capture of
Havana, the Cubans having a taste for commemorations that goes far further than the usual
northern idea of celebrating only half-centuries or centuries, and certainly nothing less than
quarter-centuries. There I listened to Celia Sandys, Churchill’s vivacious and engaging
granddaughter, speak at the Hotel Nacional on the subject of her relative’s visit and what little we
knew at that time of the subject.3 I was very interested in what she said but saw little connection
between what I heard and the work I was then doing on Cuba in its first independence war of
1868–78.A decade later, however, and after publishing my own first books on Cuban politics and
history, there was another conference on Britain and Cuba, again focussed on the 1762 fall of
the capital but dealing with many other elements of the bi-national story, and there Lourdes
Méndez Vargas, the unofficial but no-less-real historian of the village of Arroyo Blanco in central
Cuba, came to see me and told me about the work she was doing and on which she was
speaking that day. She was interested in the stay of the then 20-year-old Winston in her village in
the last couple of days of November 1895 and she was a source of considerable knowledge on
those days and on what local lore has done with the story in the 117 years or so since. She was
writing a book on the subject and was certain that, with full access to Cuban archives and a visit
to those in Spain, she could find out much more than had hitherto been known about his visit.I
suggested it might be possible to work together and, after her book on the local context, attempt
to do a second volume telling the full story of the visit, from the preparation to the sequel, and do
so by gaining access to British archival sources as well as working thoroughly through the
Spanish archives, military and diplomatic, in Madrid and Segovia. Ms Méndez does not have
English so I could do the British part of the effort, she could do most of the Cuban with my
helping out on the more strictly military issues, and we could both do the Spanish portion of the
work. Regrettably, it did not prove possible to find the financial resources to work together on the
larger book, which I had reluctantly to do by myself and which is the volume readers have before
them. Since at that time my pension from the Royal Military College of Canada was covering all
the costs of research, it was simply not feasible to cooperate and for me to pay for her trip to
Spain and associated costs in Cuba. Hence she continued with her work on the more local story
in Arroyo Blanco and I began to seriously deploy my efforts to the wider theme.4The excitement
I felt at delving into something which was clearly so new was palpable. I did the usual literature



search to discover that, as I had expected, there was virtually nothing known on the subject.
Biographer after biographer had run up against the same problems and short shrift was
inevitably given to the visit with only the occasional slight hint produced of its likely importance in
Churchill’s development. Most biographies included only a page or two on the adventure and
several not even that. The importance of Churchill’s visit to New York on his way to Cuba,
relatively easy to research and certainly of value to do, took the limelight away from the strictly
Cuban part of the trip. Churchill’s admittedly significant meeting with Bourke Cochran in New
York often took much more space than did the whole of the nearly three weeks on the Caribbean
island covering Winston’s first war. This induced me even more to engage in a serious treatment
of the subject especially as it became ever clearer the role the experience had in the forging of
the Churchill we were to know and for what it told us about who he was even at this very young
age. This was not just about eighteen days on a Caribbean island but rather at least five months
of Churchill’s life during which Cuba dominated his thinking, his work and his movements, from
late September/early October 1895, when the idea of the trip first struck him, until March 1896,
when his last major article on the war there was written. The list of ‘firsts’ in his life that the visit
represented was soon revealed to be a very long one, little known even among the most serious
of historians studying his life.But why was this the case? What had made research into this
subject so fraught with problems and meant that, even as late as 2012, this was still almost
totally virgin territory for any historian trying to tackle the subject? It might have been expected
that both British and Cuban historians would have had an avid interest in addressing the first
overseas adventure Churchill had ever had. And historians of other countries might also have
shown the same keen interest in this aspect of his life as they have in so many others.5 The
reasons are both complex and actually in the end rather easy to understand.In the first place, of
course, Churchill’s life covers such a wide canvas, is so varied and is so important to the history
of the twentieth century that there is an embarras de choix seemingly unending where subjects
of interest to historians and the public are concerned. His actions on the North-West Frontier of
India, in Egypt and the Sudan, in the Boer War, in politics before the First World War, in
government and in the field in that massive conflict, in political life between the wars, and as a
member of, and then leader of, the wartime coalition government of 1940–45, and hero of the
free world in the downfall of Hitler and Nazism, has given more than ample scope for the work of
many historians and writers over many years. This is attested to by new titles that continue to be
published on his life, even after the 50th anniversary of his death in January 2015. Cuba simply
did not seem like a major or perhaps even very interesting part of the wider story and this acted
to stymie what little interest there might have been.It is entirely clear too that without access to
Cuban and Spanish archives, there is very little to go on in order to understand the whole picture
of that adventure of late 1895. British archives and other sources in the United Kingdom help a
great deal as of course do his own ‘letters from the front’ (articles for the press), his letters to
friends and family at home, material from his regiment, private papers of those involved and the
like. But it is only through the archives and published literature of Cuba and Spain that one can



complete the picture.This means access of course but also knowledge of the languages in
question. English-speaking historians working on Churchill have rarely had Spanish and,
especially since the rupture of relations with the United States and the rise of Soviet influence in
Cuba after the victory of Fidel Castro’s Revolution in 1959, Cuban historians more and more
rarely had English.In addition, in Cuba, Churchill’s reputation for visceral anti-communism made
study of him if not taboo at least hardly easy or a priority. And, though many Cuban historians
would agree that he was the most famous visitor to Cuba of all time, they would have for many
years been less than sure that they wanted to give him much praise or even close study of his
time on the island. The Cuba of today has changed markedly, but for most of the period since
1959 academic freedom had been noticeable by its absence. Likewise candidates from abroad
coming to study Churchill in Cuba, if they came from an English-speaking country, were often
hamstrung, at least to some degree, by the poor relations existing between their countries and
the island. US authors in particular found study of the island a challenge since both US and
Cuban governments often seemed to do their best to make such efforts flounder. Often such
permission as was needed was not forthcoming from either Washington or Havana, or even
both. But even British academics do not find studying Cuba easy. Suspicions of London’s close
links with the United States have at many times coloured Cuban governmental views of British
academics to a considerable degree. Only the Canadians, with their relatively understanding
approach to the Revolution since the beginning, and their refusal to bow to US pressures to
break with Cuba or to join its embargo of the island, seemed to avoid most obstacles of a
political kind, especially after the friendship between Prime Minister Pierre Elliott Trudeau and
President Fidel Castro blossomed in the 1970s.6 However, Canada until recent years did not
have many historians working on Churchill at any stage of his life.There was also, of course, the
usual vital question of funding. There is essentially no money available for Cuban researchers to
spend long periods abroad. Especially since the beginning of what is called the ‘Special Period’
in the summer of 1990, that period after the collapse of the Soviet Union, COMECON and the
‘socialist division of labour’ from which it benefitted so much in trade, investment and even
defence terms, Cuba has been in the midst of a deep economic crisis and the most stringent
belt-tightening imaginable. It has been unthinkable to do research on anything not deemed
essential and Churchill’s visit to the island more than a century ago would not have qualified for
such an assessment of its centrality. Add to this that much of the research would have had to be
done in London, a city in which it is expensive to pass much time, the idea of such a research
project would have been a non-starter entirely for Cubans. And even for researchers from Britain
and other countries, the expenses of sustained periods in Cuba and Spain would have been
daunting.Most of all, however, I suspect, the reason why it was not done is that no one actually
thought of doing it. This was certainly the case for this author, whose gratitude to Ms Méndez is
all the greater as a result. And, even if others had considered doing the research, they would
have been dissuaded by the questions above and by the fact that seemingly what could be done
had been done. This was especially true after the publication of a book by Douglas Russell in



2005 with a chapter on Churchill’s visit to Cuba.7 But even his excellent work is based
essentially on the already known articles from Churchill in the press of the time, the letters he
wrote to family, and other material in the Churchill Archive at Cambridge.In my own case, I have
had several advantages others have not enjoyed and these alone have allowed me to engage in
this project. First, I was honoured to be made a Member of the Academy of History of Cuba, a
privilege few foreigners have enjoyed, on the basis of other works I have done on Cuban history
in the past. This credential opens many doors not easily passed through in facing and
overcoming Cuba’s formidable bureaucracy.Secondly, studying and working on and in Latin
America for so long has meant that I speak fluent Spanish and have had to deal with archival
material in that language all my working life. It has accustomed me to dealing with the often
demanding Cuban academic and governmental maze, usually a challenge for even the most
determined academics.My previous books on Cuba were on themes potentially much more
politically charged than this one and they have not brought down the wrath of the Cuban
government, even though I was made to know that a variety of things I had written had not gone
down well with some high authorities. Cuba has been a nation ‘under siege’ for well over half a
century and that siege is conducted by a nation that is the greatest power in the history of the
world, a country with a long tradition of military intervention on the island and in the region, and a
source of hostility a mere 90 miles away from Cuba’s northern shores. And, while direct military
attack and sustained economic warfare have been parts of the US strategy to unseat the
Revolution, subversion has been even more constant and all pervasive. Little wonder then that
the Cuban government takes foreigners who work on Cuba’s history and politics very seriously
indeed. If these foreigners, like me, come from a proud country, a founding member of NATO
and a close friend of the United States, and also work on defence-related affairs, the concerns in
some governmental circles can be greater still.In the end, in my case, books on such hot topics
as the Cuban armed forces’ difficulties in the Special Period, and a military biography of Fidel
Castro’s brother Raúl, the new president as of 2006, ensured the government would be wary of
what I wrote.8 This worked in my favour in the long run, however, in that, seeing that the two
books were hardly anti-Cuban and both attempted to be fair, bureaucratic patience with me
seems to have grown. Thus I found that when I was proposed for membership of the Academy of
History of Cuba, there were no objections, and when I began work on the Churchill in Cuba
project, I found only good feelings and a desire to help whenever I needed assistance from
members of the state bureaucracy.In addition, I had the enormous advantage of having several
senior and respected Cuban historians and other analysts who were friends and who had
assisted in many ways in my previous endeavours and were willing to do so again. Especially
important in this sense I had a very serious naval and military historian more than able and
certainly willing to assist in the lengthy and sometimes tedious business of searching for
newspapers, books, pamphlets, published speeches, documents, and other elements of this
story. Gustavo Placer Cervera, my colleague in the Academy of History, a major force on the
Cuban military history scene (and Cubans take their military history, like their history in general,



very seriously), kindly offered from the beginning to help out with some of the more challenging
areas of research, especially in the search for relevant Cuban periodicals of the time.My doctoral
research had taken me to the Spanish archives and to the then Public Records Office in London;
later research obliged me to return on occasion to those places to work. London and Madrid had
each been my home at one time or another and a large part of my adult life had been in the
United Kingdom, as student, army officer, professor, and simply visitor and theatre and opera
buff. This meant that the friendship of many academics and others smoothed the way in myriad
ways in capitals where Cuban historians find many significant challenges to successful research
efforts not the least of which is financial. I was able to get some limited financial support, unlikely
to have been forthcoming for a Cuban national, from a US donor keen on Churchill as well as
from other sources to face those challenges.Thus very few Cubans scholars have been
interested in working on such a subject and few British ones were either. And those who might
have been knew well that the difficulties of such a project might make its success unlikely. As a
historian, a Canadian, speaking both English and Spanish, an academic equally comfortable in
London, Madrid and Havana, and reasonably well seen by all the national governments whose
archives I would need to consult, I alone seemed well placed to carry off the research required
and, given the obvious importance and relevance of the work, I quickly chose to do so.Hal
KlepakAcademy of History of Cuba, HavanaNotes1. The book was Peter Clarke’s Mr
Churchill’s Profession: Statesman, Orator, Writer, London, Bloomsbury Press, 2012.2. Corsairs
and pirates constantly raided Cuba, and even took Havana more than once, during the long
wars with Spain of the sixteenth and seventeenth centuries. Indeed, the famous Morro Castle at
the entrance to the harbour of Havana, mentioned with admiration by Churchill in his first article,
written in 1895, is often referred to as Drake’s Castle as its construction was in part to deter a
further attack on the city by that famous corsair and pirate. And the British had attempted a more
formal attack to establish a foothold in eastern Cuba in the ill-fated expedition of Admiral Edward
Vernon in 1740–41. For these stories, see Francisco Pérez Guzmán, La Habana: clave de un
imperio, Havana, Editorial Ciencias Sociales, 1997; and Olga Portuondo Zúñiga, Una derrota
británica en Cuba, Santiago, Editorial Oriente, 2000.3. Celia Sandys, Sir Winston’s
granddaughter, is herself a prolific author on the subject of her distinguished relative’s life. Her
works include the highly engaging Chasing Churchill: The Travels of Winston Churchill, London,
Unicorn Press, 2014, which includes an interesting chapter on Cuba.4. Lourdes Méndez
Vargas’ book, subsequently supported by the British Embassy in Havana, was published in
Spanish in March 2014 by Editorial Luminaria, a provincial press in Sancti Spiritus, with the title
Arroyo Blanco: la ruta cubana de Churchill.5. To mention just two examples of this key moment
escaping attention, neither Tuvia Ben-Mosha in his study of Churchill as a strategist nor James
Lawrence in his book on Churchill and empire even mentions his time in Cuba where he made
his first public comments on both those subjects. See Ben-Mosha, Churchill: Strategist and
Historian, Boulder (Colorado), Lynne Rienner, 1992; and James Lawrence, Churchill and
Empire, London, Weidenfeld & Nicolson, 2013.6. Cubans term the economic warfare



conducted against them by the US since 1960 a ‘blockade’ but for obvious reasons the US
prefers the term ‘embargo’. For the Canadian role here, see John Kirk and Peter McKenna,
Canadian–Cuban Relations: The Other Good Neighbor Policy, Gainesville, FL, University Press
of Florida, 1997.7. Douglas Russell, Winston Churchill, Soldier: The Military Life of a
Gentleman at War, London, Brassey’s, 2005.8. See Hal Klepak, Cuba’s Military 1990–2005:
Revolutionary Soldiers in Counter-Revolutionary Times, New York, Palgrave Macmillan, 2006;
and Hal P. Klepak, Raúl Castro and Cuba: A Military Story, New York, Palgrave Macmillan, 2011.
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Don Graeter, “A VERY WELL DONE AND HISTORICALLY SIGNIFICANT ADDITION TO
CHURCHILL'S LIFE STORY--HIGHLY RECOMMENDED. This is an excellent addition to the
landscape of Churchill volumes. It is an easy read with a coherent and well organized narrative
and uncovers much which has not been known about Churchill's first foray into combat in 1895
Cuba.My interest was piqued when I heard the author speak at a Churchill conference in
England last summer. He is a bi-lingual Canadian historian who focuses on Latin American and
especially Cuban history. Being Canadian instead of American, he has been able to make a
number of visits to Cuba over the years, has professional relationships there and is extremely
well versed in Cuban history. As his prologue details, he is just the historian to write the first in
depth examination of the details of the young Churchill's 1895 visit to Cuba along with his friend
and fellow cavalry officer Reginald "Reggie" Barnes.A recently commissioned cavalry officer, the
young (on the cusp of turning 21) Churchill wanted to experience combat in order to test
himself. The only war zone at the time was the Cuban insurgency against Spanish colonial rule.
Some of the same insurgents had participated in an earlier insurrection which occurred roughly
20 years previously. This second attempt had considerably more support from the local
populace. With considerable leave available Churchill and Barnes made their way through New
York to Havana and then deep into the Cuban interior in the company of Spanish troops on a
dangerous patrol seeking to engage the Cuban rebels. They found what Churchill was looking
for in the form of ambushes and several heavy firefights.Churchill also secured a paid
assignment as a war correspondent for the Graphic and sent "letters" back describing and
analyzing the conflict and the action he witnessed. These letters and personal correspondence
to his mother and others have been pretty much all we have had available about the details of
this trip until now. The author is able to add substantial additional information, both detailed
information and analytical perspective, much of it from Cuban and Spanish sources. The
photographs are also excellent.While some of the detail regarding the insurrection and the
Cuban and Spanish figures involved may be more than will interest some readers, it is presented
clearly and is entirely relevant to painting an accurate picture of the conflict into which Churchill
and Barnes ventured. I especially appreciated the additional information regarding Barnes.
Barnes surfaces repeatedly in the history of Churchill's early years on active duty but it is hard to
find out much about him beyond the fact that he was on this trip, was a housemate and 4th
Hussars polo teammate with Churchill in Bangalore, India later and was badly wounded during
the Boer War. I was especially delighted to discover a high quality picture of Barnes at this time--
something for which I have searched in vain for years.The author does an excellent job of
detailing how many hurdles Churchill had to clear to pull off the approvals needed for his
proposed trip--from both British and Spanish authorities--as well the reasons the various parties
had for being favorably inclined. He further provides detailed analysis of the quality of Churchill's
military and political assessments of the situation--not 100% on the money but exceptional for



such a young and inexperienced junior officer.I found quite interesting the author's assessment
of the impact of his Cuban experience on Churchill's career. The quality of his writing and
reporting raised his profile as a reporter and analyst. Not only was his publisher highly
impressed but Churchill was asked to write a series of more sophisticated and analytical articles
for the prestigious Saturday Review upon his return and became sought after for his opinions on
the conflict. This was quite valuable in separating him from the pack of other young aristocrats
and launched his lifelong career as a journalist, columnist and historian.This is a historically
significant and very well done book.  I highly recommend it.”

Olympus Mons, “Very elegant writing, enjoyable!. A flowing portrayal of a young Man, written in
expert prose, just so easy to just keep reading and reading. This book fills a gap not yet
addressed in the life of Western Civilizations biggest fan.”

Laurence Daley, “Wrong photo?. It would seem that the image attributed to Antonio Maceo Y
Grajales may well be that of one of his brothers Jose Antonio Maceo also a Mambi general [see
The History of Cuba, vol. 4, Willis Fletcher Johnsonwww.hellenicaworld.com755 × 1145Search
by imageJOSÉ ANTONIO MACEO Born at Santiago de Cuba in 1849, of a family of
patriots].However Jose Maceo stayed in Oriente, while Antonio Maceo went on "la Invasion."In
general they resemble each other, however, Jose was somewhat darker and had more
pronounced "African" hair,Laurence Daley Garcia-I~niguezBTW my grandfather then known as
Calixto Enamorado was at Iguara.”

Albert A. Nofi, “Churchill's First War. A summary of the review on [...]'In the first book on
Churchill’s 1895 Cuban adventure, Prof. Klepak (emeritus Royal Military College of Canada)
looks at the man’s first campaign, undertaken to test his reaction to being under fire, and got his
wish on his 21st birthday, in a very minor skirmish. Churchill’s time in Cuba was short, but
Klepak uses those three weeks as the focal point of an inquiry into the man within the framework
of his times. We get a look at Churchill’s background, education, and social life, including such
matters as the role of personal connection on careers, the financial demands on members of the
upper classes, and, of course, some insights into the ins and outs of the military life of the British
Empire at its height. In the process, of course, we get an account of the Cuban Revolution and
the Spanish response and Churchill’s brief role in the events. Klepak discusses how the Cuban
adventure influenced Churchill’s views on war and politics, and in two particularly useful
chapters, uses the young man’s own writings, including not only his newspaper dispatches but
also private letters, to throw light on his rather impressive skill at political and military analysis.
This is a good read for anyone interested in Churchill.'For the full review, see [...]”

Captain Keith, “Great Read, of a lesser know Part off Churchill's Life. Very well researched book!”

jim armstrong, “great story well told!. Hal Klepak has unearthed rich details of a seminal event in



the life of Winston Churchill. He fully documents how this first military adventure illustrates the
modus operandi Churchill went on to utilize thereafter. The context and perspective he provides
give the reader a fully comprehensible understanding of the story.”

alan dennis berridge, “Five Stars. Describes Churchill's involvement as observer in the Spanish
war against the rebels to its rule in Cuba. Speedily delivered”
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